[Insert your address]
[Insert name of your local MP] MP
House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA

[Insert date]

Dear [insert name of MP],

Drop-in event to meet families and adults affected by childhood eye cancer

I am/we are writing to you as my/our MP to tell you about World Retinoblastoma Awareness Week, an international campaign that aims to raise awareness about the signs and symptoms of childhood eye cancer and its impact on patients’ lives. [You might like to insert some information here about your experience of retinoblastoma e.g. did you have retinoblastoma as a child, does your child have retinoblastoma? How has it affected you? etc? Please try and limit your story to a paragraph or two as it can be followed up with more information should your MP show an interest].

One child a week in the UK is diagnosed with retinoblastoma, a rare form of aggressive eye cancer which affects babies and young children under the age of six. However, low awareness of the signs and symptoms among parents and healthcare professionals means that many families experience potentially devastating delays in diagnosis, and around a half of children lose an eye to save their life. As my/our MP, please show your support for patients and families affected by retinoblastoma by coming along to the Westminster Drop-In event hosted by the Childhood Eye Cancer Trust. The event is taking place in Portcullis House, Room N, on Wednesday 15 May 2019 between 11am and 3pm. 

The event will provide an opportunity to meet individuals and parents of children affected by retinoblastoma, to hear about their journeys to diagnosis and the longer term impact of the condition. You can then take part in two simple activities to help reduce delays in diagnosis and improve outcomes for future children in our constituency:
· Have your photo taken with an award-winning interactive poster and share it on social media to raise awareness of a key symptom of retinoblastoma
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Email / forward our information leaflet to help GPs, opticians and health visitors in your constituency make the correct referrals for children with suspected retinoblastoma

Please show your support by joining the Childhood Eye Cancer Trust on Wednesday 15 May between 11:00 and 15:00 to mark World Retinoblastoma Awareness Week 2019. 

I/we look forward to your response.


Yours sincerely,
[Insert name]


